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NL Scholarship at HZ University of
Applied Sciences

The NL Scholarship at HZ University of
Applied Sciences, funded by the Dutch Ministry
of Education, Culture and Science, is for
incoming students who have not previously
studied in the Netherlands, and who plan to
attend the HZ University of Applied Sciences.
The full

scholarship. It has a value of €5,000 and is

scholarship awarded is not a
awarded for one year only.

Please note: Payments will take place by
transferring installments ( 4342 69— A4
of € 1,250 each.

Conditions ;

e The student is not from the European
Economic Area ( EEA). The EEA consists of
the EU countries and Iceland, Liechtenstein and
Norway.

e The student has an IELTS( ) of 6.5
(or higher) or an equivalent.

e The student wants to enroll in a full-time
(four-year or three-year) Bachelor’s or the 1.5-
year Master program at HZ and has already been
accepted.

e The student has already been (conditionally)
accepted to the HZ Bachelor’s or the Master
indicated in his/her

program scholarship

application.

seee TEST 1f ee-:
B i PR A
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How to apply for the NL Scholarship

Students can apply for the scholarship by
sending an email to study@ hz.nl before 1 May
of their starting year. In this email, the student
should indicate reasons for choosing the
particular HZ Bachelor’s program of study. The
student must also send a copy of his/her
resume( f&]/f7) with the email.

The applications will be assessed by the HZ
Scholarship Committee based on previous
academic results. Applicants will be informed of
the decision within 6 weeks after the application

deadline.

1. What do we know about the NL
Scholarship?
A. It is mainly funded by the EU.
B. It intends to help Dutch students.
C. It is awarded in four installments.
D. It covers all campus-related costs.

2. What should be attached to the
application email for the scholarship?
A. A copy of the ID card.
B. An academic paper.
C. An IELTS score report.
D. A personal resume.

3. When may the applicants receive the
result?
A. On 24 April.
C. On 10 June.

B. On 1 May.
D. On 6 July.
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A couple who took over a bookshop that
has been at the heart of its community for 75
years is marking the milestone with a town-wide
celebration.

Gideon and Cath York bought the Cotswold
Book Room in Wotton-under-Edge, Gloucestershire ,
in February 2020, and have since been researching
its history. The bookshop has relocated several
times but the name has always remained the
same—arising from the fact that it once started
in a living room in a house.

They will be hosting a party and national
book token({t 4 # ) treasure hunt on
1 November to celebrate its birthday with local
businesses.

National book tokens worth from £2 to £75 will

people and other independent
be hidden in shops and businesses around the
town. They hope the event will attract footfall
for local traders. The idea has helped keep the
street full of businesses since the 1950s although
shops have changed over the years.

The couple purchased the house from two
sisters who had got it from their father, and
could not bear to see it redeveloped into flats.
“They wanted it to stay as a bookshop so they
did actually turn down other offers,” Mrs York
said. “I'm so thankful they held out for the right
people.”

“It's the bookshop, ”
Mr York added. “We are just taking care of it.”

whole town’s

He said they aim to create a “safe space” for the

“

community which offers something for

everyone” .

The shop is arranged with lots of open
space and front-facing books, so readers can
easily spot things that might appeal to them.
“For anyone who walks into the bookshop,
that’s really critical,” Mr York said. “That says
one thing—you're going to feel at ease here. In
a day and age where you don’t always hear that,
implied or stated, that’s what a bookshop can

give.”

4. What is the bookshop named after?
A. A town.
B. Its first owner.
C. A book.
D. Its original location.

5. What can people do in the celebration?
A. Attend book signings.
B. Join in a book donation activity.
C. Look for hidden book tokens.
D. Exchange books with each other.

6. Why did the two sisters sell the house to
the couple?
A. To get a much higher price.
B. To fulfill their father’s promise.
C. To help the couple achieve their dream.
D. To keep the house operating as a

bookshop.

7. What does Mr York think is important
for a bookshop?
A. Its design. B. Its service.

C. Its position. D. Its history.
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Icelanders may be the last group of people
on Earth to experience the bite of a mosquito.
This week, Iceland recorded the presence of the
insects within its borders for the first time in the
nation’s history.

The discovery of three Culiseta annulata
mosquitoes was confirmed by the Natural
Science Institute of Iceland, which said the
mosquitoes likely arrived by freight(%iz) and
appeared to be able to withstand Iceland’s
climate. The institute noted that they were one of
a number of new insect species discovered in
Iceland in recent years due to a warming climate
and the growth of international transportation.

Insect enthusiast Bjorn Hjaltason said he
found the mosquitoes on a farm in Kjés earlier
this month. “On the evening of October 16th, I
caught sight of a strange fly on a red wine
ribbon(£2 47 ),” recalled. “ I
immediately thought what was going on and

Hjaltason
quickly collected the fly.” Hijaltason later
trapped two more. All three insects were turned
over to authorities for testing, which revealed
that they were two female and one male
mosquitoes.

Antarctica is now the only place in the
world believed to have no mosquitoes. Climate
change is causing temperatures to rise across the
world, and the Arctic region is warming at more
than double the rate of the global average.

According to the Natural Science Institute
Culiseta annulata are

of Iceland, large

mosquitoes present in Europe and other Nordic

%320 | MEHE: kK o
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countries that can live in cold weather, usually
finding shelter in outbuildings and basements.
Though they bite, the institute said they don’t
carry known infections in those areas. One study
said Culiseta annulata are often “regarded as an
annoying biter, rather than a deadly threat”.
There are more than 3, 000 species of
mosquitoes around the world, some of which
can spread deadly diseases through their bites,
such as malaria, dengue fever and West Nile

virus.

8. What factor contributed to the arrival of
mosquitoes in Iceland?
A. Expansion of agricultural land.
B. Decrease in global temperatures.
C. Introduction of new insect species.
D. Increase in international transportation.
9. How did Hjaltason deal with the three
mosquitoes?
A. He released them back into nature.
B. He conducted experiments on them himself.
C. He kept them for personal collection.
D. He delivered them to the concerned
department.
10. What does paragraph 5 mainly tell us
about Culiseta annulata?
A. Their types. B. Their harm.
C. Their features. D. Their distribution.
11. What is the best title for the text?
A. Iceland’s Deadly Threat: Mosquitoes
B. Iceland’s Mosquito-Free History Ends
C. A Harmful Insect; Culiseta Annulata
D. Iceland Is Experiencing a Warming Climate
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Recently, researchers announced that they
restored some vision to elderly patients with a
prevalent eye disease, thanks to an electronic
retinal implant ( ¥} A A 4)) .

Age-related macular degeneration ( AMD)
is not rare, but it’s an untreatable eye condition
that usually impacts people over 50. The
progressive disease develops when aging causes
damage to the photoreceptors ( Y/&AZ%8) in the
central part of the retina. The international trial’s
results offer hope of treatment for the condition,
which affects about 200 million people globally.

The study involved 38 participants with an
average age of about 79 who all had advanced
AMD. The participants were treated at 17 sites
in five countries across Europe, where they
received a tiny implant—about half the thickness
of human hair—behind their retinas. Eighty
percent of the participants had “ meaningful
improvement” in their vision a year after
implantation. “In the history of artificial vision,
this represents a new era,” says Mahi Mugit,
who led the UK part of the trial.

The study’s authors also admit that there’s
room for improvement in future studies. “I don’t
think we’ll ever be able to restore full 20/20
vision with the implant alone, but we are
investigating methods that could further improve
people’s quality of life and take them above the
threshold for legal blindness,” says José-Alain
Sahel who co-led the trial. “One of the main

requests we hear from patients is to be able to

recognize faces and emotions again, and that’s
something we’re working toward.”

The patients” improved vision was in black
and white, so another goal is to “add the
software that will help resolve gray scales and
enhance them for face recognition,” says Daniel
Palanker who also co-led the research. Palanker
also wants to improve the device’s resolution (

BT HE ). So far, early tests of this resolution-

enhanced technology in rats have been
successful.
12. What does the underlined word
“prevalent” in paragraph 1 mean?
A. Curable. B. Seasonal.
C. Common. D. Temporary.
13. What can we learn about the

participants in the study?
A. Some of them were treated in Africa.
B. Most of them improved vision.
C. They are European citizens.
D. They averaged 69 years old.
14. What is Sahel’s attitude to the implant

according to paragraph 47
A. Objective. B. Uncertain.
C. Doubtful. D. Negative.

15. What does Palanker aim to do?
A. Lower implant costs.
B. Cure all eye illnesses.
C. Design a more lightweight device.

D. Advance facial recognition technology.
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To-do lists are a popular tool used by
millions of people to stay organized, manage
their time, and boost productivity. However,
creating a smart to-do list can be a challenge. So
let’s take a look at common mistakes that you
should avoid.

Not prioritizing (% # %t H 51 ) tasks.
One of the biggest mistakes is putting everything
but the kitchen sink on the list. 16
However, it’s essential to prioritize them based
on their level of importance. Identify the tasks
that are urgent, those that are important but not
urgent, and those that can be done later. 17

Failing to break down tasks. We can’t do
everything all at once. However, it’s easier to
accomplish a task when it’s broken down into
because

smaller parts, it helps you stay

motivated and focused. 18  Instead, you can
break that task down into “research the topic”,

“outline the post”, “write the first draft”,

“edit” , and “publish”.
19 1It's easy to overload your list with
tasks, but this can lead to burnout  and

frustration. Be honest with yourself about how

much you can accomplish in a day. Set yourself
up for success by creating a list that you can
realistically complete.

Not celebrating your progress. _ 20 It
also helps to reinforce positive behavior and
motivates you to keep moving forward. So,
whether you treat yourself to a nice dinner, take
a day off, or simply pat yourself on the back,
celebrate your successes and acknowledge your
hard work. This will help you stay focused on

achieving your goals.

A. Not being realistic.

B. Not working flexibly.

C. For instance, don’t list “ write a blog
post”.

D. It’s easy to create a long list of things
to do.

E. We tend to do what feels “easy” in the
moment.

F. Celebrating your achievements brings a
sense of joy.

G. This way, you can focus on the most

critical tasks first.
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When I turned 64, my daughter invited me

to go camping. I was so happy to have
something to do on my birthday. After my
children 21,

I developed a sense of

aimlessness. I needed an 22 | but I didn’t
know what it might be.

My daughter never mentioned that she had
_ 23 aclimbing trip. After a day of 24 |
she drove me into the park to meet Nelson, the
climbing guide she had 25 . I remember that
I 26 at the base of a massive rock
formation, ready to climb. But when it was time
to step onto the rock, I 27  with terror. 1
could not move.

“Would you be willing to put just one foot
on the rock?” Nelson said. I put my foot on the
28 . He negotiated(f/} 7 ) again: “How
about one more foot?” Just like that, Nelson
29 me up 80 feet of rock. Though I shook
and trembled the 30 way up, by the time I
_ 31  the top, I knew rock climbing would be
part of my life.

As for rock climbing itself, this is a sport
for 32 people. It's most 33  not for a
woman of my age. For that reason, I take great
pleasure in doing something so difficult and
adventurous. I have had to learn to think like an
athlete, including managing my health carefully.
It has been wonderful to let go of 34 . I feel
capable, and 1 finally

about 35

feel peaceful

21,

22.

23;

24.

25

26.

2

28.

208

30.

31

32

331

34,

35

73

NPoPOPEBAFEAFPaORMAFO>DE0P0FP0E0>0>

. moved out
. gave up
excuse
explanation
. experienced
delayed
climbing
camping
hired
supported
shouted
jumped
cried

fell

wall

grass
pulled
coached
only
entire
forgot
imagined
fortunate
healthy
definitely
directly
shyness
anger
stress

aging

settled down

B.
D. came back
B. escape

D. opportunity
B. reported

D. scheduled

B. hiking

D. exploring

B. recommended
D. recognized
B. stood

D. wrote

B. left

D. froze

B. stair

D.
B
D
B
D
B
D
B
D
B
D
B
D
B
D

platform

. accompanied
. lifted

. uncertain

. lonely

. reached

. faced

. active

. young

. eventually

. casually

. disappointment
. fear

. learning

. Success
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They may not have all the fixings, but the
astronauts aboard China’s Tiangong space station
are sure eating well. A new oven _ 36
(deliver) to Tiangong has been put to quick
work by the six astronauts of the Shenzhou 20
and Shenzhou 21 missions.

In 37 video released by the Astronaut
Center of China ( ACC) , the astronauts are seen
securing a set of chicken wings in a 38
(special) made grill(#%2) cage, and placing
it in a small compartment in the space station’s
wall. The oven not only serves 39 a
technology demonstration for the microgravity
microwave, but it also provides a welcome
flavor of home for the astronauts. Kang Guohua,
a professor at Nanjing University of Aeronautics

and Astronautics, said that 40

( comfort )
such as hot meals are important to keep
astronauts psychologically “grounded”.
According to the ACC, the oven is
designed 41  ( provide) smokeless baking

conditions in the station’s microgravity

environment. Such conditions are necessary
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aboard orbital outposts like Tiangong, 42
rely on strictly maintained life support systems
and fire safety protocols.

The Global Times compared the cooking
success to a similar test aboard the International
Space Station (ISS) in 2019, when NASA
astronauts baked cookies in space _ 43  (use)
a prototype(Jfl &l ) Zero G oven. That test
showed that baking things in orbit, at least
cookies, takes 44 (long) than it does on
Earth. But China’s oven, unlike the temporary
Zero G oven used aboard the 1SS, 45 (be)

there to stay. The device has been integrated into

Tiangong’s systems and certified for up to 500

uses.
36. 37.
38. 39,
40. 41
42. 43.
44. 45
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When I was in the first grade, I loved
school but hated walking home when the school
day was over. It was a journey of several
blocks, and part of this walk around a huge
Army National Guard building frightened and
disturbed me. That building, along with its
expansive parking lot, took up the whole corner
of the block. There was no way for me to reach
home except to traverse( ZF3d) two sides of that
corner and walk around it.

Nothing terrible ever happened to me there,
but for some reason, this enormous building
scared me. The soldiers performed marching
exercises and fitness drills in the parking lot,
and I always felt like they were watching me.
When a commander yelled out orders and an
entire platoon(f) responded in unison, I'd
jump at the sounds.

The result was that 1 sometimes froze or
walked so slowly that my mother questioned me
about why it had taken me so long to get home.
I came to fear the school bell because it meant I
had to walk by that National Guard building and
its parking lot.

The only good thing about that corner was
that, once I got around it, 1 always ran into a
friendly and very intelligent dog named Chief. I
could see his red collar( 5% ) from a distance.
He belonged to a physician who lived on my
street, and I looked forward to seeing Chief
every day.

One day, early in the school year, when

the National Guard corner was particularly active

with moving vehicles and soldiers marching here
and there, I heard a loud bang. I froze in my
tracks and couldn’t move. The noise hadn’t
disturbed anyone else, and the military activity
on the comer continued as if nothing had
happened, but I remained glued to the spot
where I first heard the bang. Nervous and
frightened, my mind raced with thoughts of
gunfire, bombs, and explosions. My legs began
shaking.
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Paragraph 1.
Suddenly, Chief appeared at my side.

Paragraph 2.
As several weeks passed, Chief’s daily
company didn’t just ease my fear—it changed

how I saw that corner.
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